
What is a variant of concern?

 ■ Viruses like the ones that cause COVID-19 are constantly changing through mutation. 
New variants occur over time; sometimes the new variants emerge and disappear while 
others last. It is not unexpected to see cases of COVID-19 linked to variants of concern 
(VOC) in Manitoba, including in schools.

 ■ Current variants of concern (VOC) identified globally include the following: 

 ■ B.1.1.7: first identified in the United Kingdom (UK)

 ■ B.1.351: first identified in South Africa

 ■ P.1: first identified in Brazil

Why are VOCs getting special attention?

 ■ Public health officials continue to actively monitor and study emerging COVID-19 VOCs 
given their potential to

 ■ spread more quickly in the population compared to the current strain

 ■ cause more severe disease

 ■ compromise natural or vaccine-induced immunity

 ■ VOCs can be more difficult to control, and often require stronger or additional public 
health measures.

How are schools responding to the identification of VOCs in their communities?

 ■ Changes have been introduced regarding how cases and close contacts are managed 
in schools to further reduce the spread of all cases of COVID-19, including additional 
measures for VOC cases. This includes stricter protocols when VOC cases are identified 
in schools.

 ■ Public health officials will work with school officials to undertake contact tracing and 
take steps to prevent or reduce the spread of COVID-19 in Manitoba schools. 
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Why is a VOC case reported on the dashboard when my school wasn’t notified?

 ■ A VOC case reported on the dashboard does not mean that the individual was 
present at the school when infectious or that acquisition or transmission at the school 
occurred. Letters of notification to a school community about a case are sent only if 
it is determined there were close contacts or that there is a need to notify a school 
community about a particular case. Not all cases associated with schools result in 
a notification letter. As such, on the dashboard, there will be cases associated with 
schools where notifications were not required.

Where can I find more information?

 ■ Find more information, including additional FAQs, at Manitoba Education’s COVID-19 
webpage: www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/index.html

 ■ See regularly updated counts of COVID-19 cases, including VOCs, on the COVID-19 
Schools Dashboard: https://manitoba.ca/covid19/schools/index.html 

 ■ Find more Information on COVID-19 VOCs: https://gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/
variants.html

Why was a dashboard created for cases associated with schools?

 ■ It is important that the public receive consistent information about cases associated 
with schools. The data reported on the dashboard is the same as the data used in 
provincial COVID-19 daily updates and bulletins. The dashboard provides the public 
with a transparent and easy-to-use tool to increase awareness of the status of  
COVID-19 cases in schools. 

How is a case defined in this dashboard?

 ■ A case is defined as a staff/student/volunteer affiliated with a Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 school in Manitoba who tested positive for COVID-19 and was present in the 
school during the 28 days prior to the public health report date. The case record must 
identify the affiliated school for it to be included in the data. Cases among school-aged 
children with no school identified are not included in the data. A school case does not 
mean there was acquisition or transmission at the school. A student or staff member 
who is present at multiple schools is counted once for each potential school exposure. 

Where is outbreak information reported?

 ■ Information on outbreaks can be found at www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/updates/cases.
html#outbreaks.

How often is the dashboard updated?

 ■ The infographics and the interactive map are updated twice weekly on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/index.html
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/schools/index.html
https://gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/variants.html
https://gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/variants.html
http://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/updates/cases.html
http://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/updates/cases.html
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How reliable is the data?

 ■ The data is from the Public Health Information Management System (PHIMS), which 
is the official source of the provincial COVID-19 daily updates and bulletins. Data from 
schools with less than 20 students is not included in the interactive map. This approach 
protects confidential health information.

Who is using the data and what is it being used for?

 ■ Any member of the public can access the information shared in the data dashboard. 
This information is used to track cases in schools and inform the public of the school 
environment with regard to COVID-19. 

Why is there a case related to a school listed on the dashboard where the school did 
not receive a letter from public health officials?

 ■ A case associated with a school does not mean that the individual was present 
at the school when infectious or that acquisition or transmission at the school 
occurred. Letters of notification to a school community about a case are only sent if 
it is determined there were close contacts or that there is a need to notify a school 
community about a particular case. Not all cases associated with schools result in 
a notification letter. As such, on the dashboard, there will be cases associated with 
schools where notifications were not required.

What other sectors report their case data like this?

 ■ The Manitoba.ca COVID-19 web pages list businesses, transit routes, and other publicly 
accessible places where possible exposures may have occurred. Supportive living 
facilities, correctional institutions, health-care facilities, and personal care homes/long-
term care facilities are also publicly monitored and reported on.

Where do I go for more information?

 ■ For more information, email EDUCOVID19@gov.mb.ca.
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